Lizard, Trachusaurus rugosus (Gray). Driving at 7.30 p.m. on 
January 22 from the Research Station to the setttement after a 
heavy showcr of rain, I collected eight specimens of this skink 
in or beside puddtes formed on the bitumen road. They appeared 
to be absorbing large quantities of watcr because each specimen, 
when held upside down, reteased a copious amount of fluid from 
its mouth. This fluid was partly liquid and partly in the form of a 
slimy jetly. The rainfall records (kindly supplicd by the lighthouse- 
keeper, Mr. Hollings) showed later that 25 points of rain had fallen 
that night and 5 points the day before. Apart from a negligible 
3 points on Deeembcr 29, 1957, this was the first recorded rain 
whieh had fallen since Oetober 20 and 21, when 24 and 19 points 
respectively were recorded. This means that the lizards were 
actively hydrating themsetves after a dry period of just over 13 
weeks (93 days). The majority of the specimens were changing 
their skins or showed cvidenec of just having lost their old ones. 
—R. M. SADLEIR, Zoology Department, University of Western 
Australia. 


Record of a Sailfish in Western Australian Waters.—Whitley 
(Aust. Mus. Mag., 11 (12), 1955: 377-383) tists in chronotogical order 
the record of sailfishes (Istiophorus ludibundus) taken in Australian 
waters. Altogether 19 occurrences are mentioned, five being from 
Western Australia. All are in north-western waters, but the locati- 
tics of only two (90 Mile Beach, near Broome, and Sharks Bay) are 
orecisely known. A further record is now added, making the sixth 
for Western Australia. 

This specimen was caught by Mr. R. Zalan in September, 1957, 
off the State ship Dulverton while it was at anchor off Point Sam- 
son. When the ship reached Fremantte I inspected the fish and 
identificd it as the sailfish (Istiophorus ludibundus), This identifi- 
cation was tater verificd by Mr. G. P. Whitley, from a photograph 
and information forwarded to him. 

I took the following particulars of the fish, the measuremeuts 
being in inches:—Total length, 93.5; head tength, 27.0; greatest 
height of body, 11.0; length of pelvic fin, 21.2; length of pectoral 
fin, 11.7; tength of upper jaw, 21.0; length of lower jaw, 10.5; 
height of sail at anterior end, 15,0. Dorsal fin eount, 48 + 8. Anal 
fin count, 13 + 7. 

Although it was not possible to obtain an aecurate weight of 
the fish, it was estimated to be between 70 and 80 Ib. 

—B, K. BOWEN, Fisheries Department, Perth. 


Recent Observations ou the Naretha Parrot.—On Oct. 4, 1956, 
the writer made a trip between Zanthus and Naretha with Dr. A. 
R. Main, Dr. Franees Bencdiet and Mr. R. D. Royce. A total of about 
35 Narectha Parrots (Psephotus haematogaster narethae) were seen 
between Narctha and a point 20 miles west of here. No birds were 
seen west of this point. The parrots Were in pairs or larger groups 
of up to 8 hirds. They were mostly feeding on the ground among 
the dry herbage, and a few werc perched in trees. 
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